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India gets its first
woman DGCA head
M Sathiyavathy, additional 

secretary and fi-
nancial adviser in
the civil aviation
ministry, will be
India’s first wom-
an director gener-
al of civil aviation.

Her first challenge is to take the
India’s aviation safety ranking
back to its lost top billing. P 13

3 of a city family die of gas 
poisoning: A computer engi-
neer, his wife and their six-year-
old son died of suspected carbon
monoxide poisoning after they
went to bed leaving a gas-
burning heater switched on in
their room in south Delhi’s Kotla
Mubarakpur on Tuesday. P 4

Mehbooba sends alliance
signal to BJP? In what is being
seen as a signal to BJP for an alli-
ance in J&K, PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Wednesday
praised ex-PM A B Vajpayee’s
“legacy of peace which bene-
fitted J&K”. She also claimed she
had the support of 55 MLAs. P 16

‘Outsider’ is Isro’s interim
chief: The Centre on Wednes-
day appointed an “outsider” —
Shailesh Nayak, a marine geol-
ogist and secretary in the minis-
try of earth sciences — as Isro’s
interim chairman. P 13

AirAsia flight made steep
climb: The AirAsia flight that
crashed into the Java Sea on
Sunday made an “unbelievably”
steep climb before it crashed,
radar data has shown. P 20

‘Won’t unilaterally bring 
anti-conversion law’: After
mooting the idea of an anti-
conversion law, Union minister
Venkaiah Naidu said on Wednes-
day the Centre won’t bring the
legislation unilaterally. P 17

WEATHER
Max 18.5°C (-2)/Min 8.6°C (+1)
Moonrise: Thursday – 2.20pm
Moonset: Friday – 4.21am

Sunrise: Friday — 7.14am
Sunset: Thursday — 5.36pm 
Partly cloudy sky. Maximum & minimum
temperatures on Thursday will be around
20°C & 9°C. Maximum humidity on 
Wednesday was 92% and minimum 57%.

NEWS DIGEST

Sukhbir Siwach, Jaideep
Deogharia & Avijit Ghosh TNN

A few days after Mano-
har Lal Khattar was
sworn in as Haryana

chief minister last October, a
senior official asked him how
his belongings were to be
shifted from his rented home
in Karnal to his official resi-
dence in Chandigarh. “Don’t
worry about my luggage,” he
replied. “I have only one suit-
case and I can carry it easily.”

Khattar, who had helped
his father sell vegetables
when he was young, has some-
thing in common with Jhark-
hand’s first non-tribal chief
minister, Raghubar Das. Both

come from underprivileged
families. Das was a factory
worker in Tata Iron and Steel
Company (Tisco).

At a time when a former

cludes spending a lifetime as
an RSS pracharak and being a
backroom player in politics. A
few days after becoming CM, a
photograph of him dressed in
an undershirt and dicing vege-
tables went viral on Whatsapp.

As a college student, Das
joined ABVP, the student
body affiliated to the Sangh
parivar, and spearheaded a
movement to set up a univer-
sity in Jamshedpur. Much lat-
er, he served as the BJP presi-
dent of the Jharkhand state
unit and as deputy chief min-
ister. Yet, for many years, he
lived in a small quarter pro-
vided by Tisco. 

aphorism: politics is an ave-
nue of upward social mobili-
ty for the disadvantaged.

Vijay Sampla, minister of
state for social justice in the
Narendra Modi government,
would agree. The first-time
Lok Sabha MP from Hoshiar-
pur worked as an unskilled la-
bourer in Saudi Arabia where
he slept on bunk beds and sur-
vived on stale rotis, Open mag-
azine reported.

The three politicians be-
long to different castes. Das is a
Teli, an OBC. Sampla is a Dalit
and Khattar, a Khatri. Despite
their humble beginnings, they
took different routes to promi-
nence. Khattar, 60, has a lot in
common with Modi, which in-

tea-seller has become India’s
prime minister, the recent as-
cent of two BJP politicos from
similar humble backgrounds
to the top job reaffirms an old

The rags-to-office stories of 2 CMs & a mantri
➤ Haryana CM 
M L Khattar, a Khatri, 
used to help his father 
sell vegetables

➤ Jharkhand’s first 
non-tribal CM Raghubar 
Das, an OBC, was a 
factory worker in Tisco

➤ Union minister Vijay 
Sampla, a Dalit, was an 
unskilled labourer in 
Saudi Arabia

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
We are now 
witnessing

post-Mandal
politics. Their 
rise suggests a 
party’s desire and 
need for wider 
support from all 
castes/classes

—YOGENDRA SINGH
SOCIOLOGIST

�School in a scooty, P 17

The Union government pla-
ns to introduce a health

cess to develop primary or ba-
sic healthcare infrastructure
across the country, reports
Malathy Iyer. 

The proposal is mentioned
in the draft of the National
Health Policy 2015, which was
put up on the health minis-
try’s website on Wednesday.
Sources in the ministry, how-
ever, said there was no con-
crete plan yet.

A health official said the
plan, still in a nascent stage,
would not target taxpayers.
The draft policy suggests the
cess may be drawn from gen-
eral taxes and “specific com-
modity taxes” such as those
on tobacco and alcohol. Some
industries that have a nega-
tive impact on natural hab-
itats or result in displacement
of people, too, may be asked to
pay the cess, it added. P 10

Govt planning
cess to fund

basic healthcare
Defence minister Manohar

Parrikar on Wednesday
promised to ease norms for
arms agents, review blacklist-
ing of armament companies,
initiate systemic reforms in
defence production, imple-
ment the one-rank-one-pen-
sion demand and strengthen
border infrastructure, re-
ports Rajat Pandit. 

Parrikar also vowed to
speed up decision-making and
get rid of the “atmosphere of
suspicion” in the defence es-
tablishment for years. 

His emphasis was on PM
Modi’s ‘Make in India’ policy,
with tightening of screws on
DRDO, defence PSUs, ship-
yards and ordnance factories
in the offing to ensure they de-
liver on time in a cost-effective
manner, along with a deter-
mined push to encourage the
private sector to enter defence
production. P 10

MoD to relax
norms for 

arms agents
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow: Dismissing saffron protests
over Aamir Khan-starrer ‘PK’ with a deci-
sive endorsement of the film, UP chief min-
ister Akhilesh Yadav on Wednesday an-
nounced entertainment tax waiver for it
across the state. He said he found PK’s con-

tent thought-provoking and
believed even the “trouble-
makers” must watch it.

“People had been telling
me for many days to watch
‘PK’. I downloaded it a few
days ago, but only found the

time to watch it last night. I liked it and im-
mediately decided to make it tax-free so that
more people can watch it,” Akhilesh said at
a press conference, recounting the
“achievements” of the Samajwadi Party
government in 2014.

Akhilesh then sarcastically said, “All
trouble-makers have been too busy rioting
and tearing up posters to see what the film is
talking about. I’ve made the film tax-free so
that they can watch it now.” 

Akhilesh takes on saffron
outfits, makes PK tax-free

A single-screen-theatre ticket for ‘PK’
would cost Rs 60 instead of Rs 100 and a pre-
mium multiplex ticket on an average Rs 114
instead of Rs 160.

Since the release of the film this month,
Hindu Yuva Vahini and Bajrang Dal activ-
ists have been protesting against its alleged-
ly anti-Hindu content, leading to cancella-
tion of shows at some places.

�Shows cancelled after protests, P 13

TIMES INSIGHT GROUP

I
t’s been seven months
and five days since Na-
rendra Modi was sworn
in as India’s 15th prime

minister, and he clearly re-
tains the confidence and
goodwill of the metropolitan
middle class. His govern-
ment is viewed by a majority
of people in eight biggest ci-
ties to have done a good job so
far and is expected to contin-
ue to do well.

However, there are strong
apprehensions about Sangh
parivar hotheads derailing
the development agenda.
And development is viewed
by the people as the key task
for this government. Those
are the big messages emerg-
ing from a survey conducted
exclusively for TOI by IPSOS
in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyde-
rabad, Pune and Ahmedabad.

The survey showed that

28% of those polled felt the
NDA government had done a
very good job so far and an-
other 47% felt its perform-
ance was good, the two ap-
proval figures adding up to
three-quarters of respon-
dents. As against this, a mere
4% said the government had
performed poorly, while the
remaining 21% rated the per-
formance as so-so.

Given such high approval
ratings, it is not surprising
that expectations from the
government remain very
high. Over three-fourths of

those polled (78%) said their
expectations were just as
high now as they were when
the government was sworn
in and only 18% said they we-
ren’t. Managing these expec-
tations will, therefore, be
Modi’s biggest challenge.

And what do they expect
from the government? Given
a choice between develop-
ment and economic growth,
promotion of Hindutva and
a combination of both, the
verdict was quite clear —
over two-thirds want the gov-
ernment to be focused on de-

velopment and the economy.
Less than one in seven (14%)
saw promotion of Hindutva
as the government’s key task
and 16% wanted develop-
ment and Hindutva to be the
combined focus of the Modi
government.

It is here that the survey
holds a cautionary signal for
the government. Asked
whether hotheads of the
Sangh parivar were adverse-
ly affecting the govern-
ment’s development agenda,
nearly two-thirds (62%) said
they were, while a quarter

disagreed and the remaining
12% said they don’t hold a
definite view on the issue.

The survey polled a little
over 1,200 men and women
aged 18 and above. The pur-
posive sample was divided
equally between men and
women and between the ci-
ties. The age groups 18-29, 30-
45 and 45-plus were equally
represented in the sample as
were socio-economic groups
SEC A1, A2, B1 and B2. The
fieldwork, in the form of
face-to-face interviews, was
done on December 27 and 28.

TOI’s 8-City Survey Finds People Want Focus On Development

WILL PM WEAR 
THE RIGHT HAT?

Very Good

Good

Neither Good Nor Bad

Poor

28

62
26

12

47

21

4

18

How would you 
rate the overall 

performance of Modi 
government so far?

1

Do you think 
Sangh parivar 

hotheads are 
adversely affecting the 
development agenda? 

3 Do your 
expectations

from the govt remain 
as high as when it 
was sworn in?

4

What do you 
want from the 

Modi government? 

2

Development agenda 
and economic growth

Both

DK/CS

Yes they are No they 
are not

DK/CS

DK/CS

4

No

Yes
78

Hindutva 
promotion

68
14

2

16

Faith in Modi govt high, but
Sangh hotheads a concern

7-MTH REPORT CARD: P 12
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Jammu/New Delhi: Four
Pakistan Rangers personnel
were killed in a BSF counter-
attack following the death of
one of its jawans in firing
from across the border in
J&K’s Samba on Wednesday.

BSF jawan Ram Goria
died and ASI Sunil Kumar
was injured when Pakistan
Rangers fired without provo-
cation at Indian forward

posts along the Internation-
al Border (IB) at 11.40am.

As Pakistan Rangers suf-
fered casualties, its person-
nel started waving white
flags. “Honouring their re-
quest, we stopped the firing
and allowed them to come to
the border line and clear the
four bodies,” BSF IG Rakesh
Sharma said. “Firing along
the border has now stopped.”

Wednesday’s firing by Pa-
kistan was the second cease-

fire violation along the IB in
the past 24 hours.

The Indian retaliation
came after home minister
Rajnath Singh asked BSF to
provide a “suitable and ap-
propriate reply” to the Rang-
ers’ firing. Defence minister
Manohar Parrikar also said
the Indian security forces
should not hold back in the
face of Pakistani firing and
must retaliate with “double
the force”. (WITH AGENCY INPUTS)

BSF replies to Pak firing, kills 4 Rangers

Praveen.Jose@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon:The Haryana gov-
ernment has decided to ush-
er in the New Year with one
of the biggest pushes for so-
lar power in the country. The
state has made it mandatory
for all buildings on plot size
of 500 square yards or more
to install rooftop solar power
systems by September 2015.

The order will apply to pri-
vate bungalows, group hous-
ing societies, builder apartm-
ents, malls, offices, shopping
complexes, schools, hospitals
— any building, new or old,
that fits the plot size criteria.

The government will of-
fer a 30% subsidy on installa-
tion costs on “a first-come-
first-served” basis, which
means it would depend on
availability of funds. 

The order, passed by the
department of renewable
energy, is in line with the
state’s solar power policy
framed in September 2014,
officials said. Its implemen-
tation will help the power-
hungry state augment gen-

eration and ease pressure on
its distribution network that
is prone to breakdowns, par-
ticularly in Gurgaon where
demand is very high.

The minimum solar pow-
er capacity to be installed is 
1 kilo Watt or 5% of a build-
ing’s load, whichever is high-
er. A 1 kW plant can generate
up to 4.5 units a day, enough to
power three fans, seven tube-
lights and a cooler for four-fi-
ve hours, said Sandeep Yadav,
project officer of the ren-
ewable energy department. 

Failure to install solar
panels will attract penalties
ranging from Rs 10,000 to 
Rs 10 lakh, officials said. 

Go solar by Sept,
Haryana tells flat,

house owners
Defaulters To

Face Steep
Penalties ➤  Residences on 500sq yrd 

plots & above
➤ Govt buildings, private 
schools, colleges, hostels 
etc with connected load of 
30kW or more
➤ Private hospitals, 
industrial units, malls, 
banquet halls etc with load 
of at least 50kW
➤ All group housing 
societies, builder flats

SOLAR PANELS TO BE 
A MUST FOR

PANEL POWER

�Must in malls, P 16

Kim.Arora@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday blocked 32 web-
sites, including vimeo.com
and dailymotion.com, to curb
ISIS propaganda, prompting
online protests. By evening,
however, websites that had
complied with the govern-
ment order to remove objec-
tionable content had been un-
blocked, sources said.

A confidential depart-
ment of telecom order, dated
December 17, instructing all
internet service licensees to
block the websites appeared
online on Wednesday. When

Centre acknowledges ISIS
threat, blocks 32 websites 

contacted to verify the 
news, Gulshan Rai, director
of the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team

(CERT-In), told TOI that the
directions had been issued
following a Mumbai addi-
tional chief metropolitan
magistrate’s order issued 
in November. 

He added that Mumbai’s
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS)
had approached the judici-
ary after interrogating Arif
Majeed, a 23-year-old ISIS
recruit from Kalyan. 

More recently, Bengalu-
ru professional Mehdi Bis-
was had also been arrested
for allegedly spreading ISIS
propaganda on Twitter.

�Netizens upset, P 15
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court collegium system of
appointing judges to the
apex court and high courts
got a burial on Wednesday
with President Pranab
Mukherjee giving his as-
sent to the judicial appoint-
ments commission bill.

The bill has already been
ratified by at least 17 states
and many more are in the
process of doing so, said a
senior law ministry official.
It is mandatory for a consti-
tutional amendment bill af-
ter it is passed by both
Houses of Parliament to be
ratified by at least half of the
states. This brings to an end
a system which the apex
court had put in place
through a judgment in 1993
to do away with the earlier
practice of the government
appointing judges.

The process of replacing
the collegium with a panel
was initiated during the first
NDA government through a
bill in 2003 but it was never
taken up by Parliament. Af-
ter Modi took over, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, law minis-
ter in the first NDA govern-
ment, initiated the NJAC bill
and pursued political par-
ties to evolve a consensus.

SC collegium
out, panel to
pick judges

gets Prez nod 

�NJAC amendment, P 17

Ban live telecast of
anti-terror ops: MHA

The home ministry has 
written to the I&B ministry

seeking a ban on live telecast
of anti-terror operations by TV
channels. It cited the 26/11 
coverage, saying live updates
endanger security forces 
and citizens. I&B officials 
said the issue was under
consideration. P 14

While Maha’s BJP CM rules
out probe, lets show go on
Aday after Maharashtra police was told to

probe whether ‘PK’ had scenes or dialo-
gues that could hurt religious sentiments,
chief minister Devendra Fadnavis on Wed-
nesday ruled out any such scrutiny and said
minister of state Ram Shinde’s comments
were misrepresented. “There will be no
inquiry. Shows of ‘PK’ will continue all over
Maharashtra and we will provide protection
to ensure smooth screening,” he said. P 13

Rein in your troops:
Sharif govt to envoy
The Pakistan government

summoned J P Singh, India’s
deputy high commissioner in
Islamabad, to protest against
the death of the four Pakistan
Rangers personnel. Singh was
called late on Wednesday and
asked to ensure that firing by
BSF personnel stopped
immediately.
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